Ae.tat.o7.1     Johnson- like a retired physician.              17
ijive us something in some other \vay?' Goi.nsMlTll. ' Ay, Sir, we have a claim upon you '.' JnJINSON. ' No, Sir, I am not obliged to do any more*. No man is obliged to do as much as he can do. A man is to have part of his life to himself. If a soldier has fought a ^ood many campaigns, he is not to be Mumed if he retires to ease and tranquillity. A physician, who lias practised lon^ in a ^'reat city, may be excused if he retires to a small town, and takes less practice. Now, Sir, the j^ood 1 can do by my conversation bears the same proportion to the ^ood I can do by my writings, that the practice of a physician, retired to a small town, does to his practice in a j;tvat city Y BnsWKU,. ' But J wonder, Sir, you have not more pleasure in writing than in not writing.' JIIHNSO.V. ' Sir, you may wonder.'
lie talked of making verses, ami observed,' The f.','real difficulty is to know when you have made jjood ones. When composing, I have generally had them in my mind, perhaps fifty at a time, walking up and down in my room ; and then 1 have written them down, and often, from laziness, have written only half lines. I have written a hundred lines in a day. I remember I wrote a hundred lines of The Vtinity of Human \Vishcs in a day*. Doctor, (turning to Goldsmith,} I am not quite idle; I made one line t'other day; but I made no more.' GnUJSMlTlI. ' Let us hear it; we'll
1 See <iistt\ May 24,17^3.
* Johnson's be:4 justification for thr apparent, indolence of the latter part of his life may he found in bin own words: ' Kvrry man oi Kcnitirt has some arts of fixing tin* attention peculiar to himself, by which, honestly exerted.be nuty benefit mankind. . . . To thr position of Titlly, thai if virtue could In- Horn slu* uiunt be love<l, may In* adtlt-d, that if truth could lit1 heard .she must IK- obeyed.' The RainMti*, No. K;, He lixrtl the attention best by IHH talk. For'the position of Tully,' see /4f».v/, under Man-it i«>, 177^1.
a See, anti't i. 223, and /><>*/, May i, 178^. (Johlsmith wrote T/ic Ttw-i-l/i'f and Jtwrtfd I't/ftt^f on a very diUerent plan. 'T(3 save, himself the. trouble of transcription, he wrote the linen in IUH lirnt ropy very wide, and would so 1U1 up the intermediate space with reiterated cor-reetions, thai scarcely a word of his Urnl elfusiunn WUH left unaltered.' Goldsmith's Misc. ll'urfa.l. 113.
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